CHARACTER,    WILL,    AHD    CONATION        171
protection, were it not for the steady growth of the
self-regarding sentiment. Self-assertion and a sense of
ownership may be at its roots, but from early childhood,
given the right environment, one can find in its embryonic
manifestations much that is lovely. The child from, what
seems to his teacher, a most wretched and unworthy home
. is full of interest and pride in the doings of his father, his
mother, his baby and his cat. Thus the love of self in-
volves the self's possessions. Even when a child finds his
mother does not treat him as other mothers do their chil-
dren, he still protects her from criticism and will, indeed,
lie gallantly about her virtues.
If a man has been unfortunate in his educators and
environment his self-regard may remain almost entirely
attached to his own people and possessions. He may even
then carry out many seemingly social acts in order to
behave as he thinks fitting to his position. He will give
his mother a home suitable to such a son, endow hospitals
and be a kindly, indulgent and lavish father. But if his
self-regarding sentiment grows no more than this, we have
another example of how woeful may be the results of lack
of education in moral values. This man loves himself
because he has wrested from his community a fortune,
perhaps made against great odds, and has shown that
admirable quality, tenacity of purpose. He would, indeed,
be thoroughly dissatisfied had he spent money unwisely or
in some way reaped the disapproval of men of his type;
and he would feel proud at praise, however ^discriminating.
That men do exist with such an attitude towards themselves
is the worst criticism on our type of civilization and the
education we offer.
That man is fortunate who throughout childhood and
youth has lived in an atmosphere of helpfulness, consider-
ation for others and delight in intellectual and imaginative
work. He too will be prevented by his standard of what
his personality should be from certain actions and urged

